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DISTRICT 


COUHTY  OR  SOMERSET. 


AUUUAL  REPORT  OP  THE  MEDICAL  OPPICER  OP  HEALTH. 


YEAR  EHDED  SlSt.  DECEMBER j 1925. 


TO  The  Chard  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr .Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  of  the 
Vital  Statistics  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  Chard  Rural 
Districtt  for  the  Year  ending  31st.  Decemher,  1925. 

In  Circular  648,  dated  10th. Decemher,  1925,  the  Ministry 
of  Health  request  that  this  Report  shall  he  a Survey  Report. 


HATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  COHDITIOHS  OP  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  District  is  suh-divided  into  three  registration 
Suh-districts , viz:  Chard,  CrewEerne  and  Comhe  St.Hicholas, 

It  includes  v^ithin  its  geographical  boundaries,  hut  under 
different  Local  Authorities,  the  Urban  Districts  of  Chard, 
CrevEerne  and  Ilminster. 

Its  geological  formation  may  he  briefly  described  as 
greensand  area  overlain  here  and  there  by  chalE  overliers,  and 
based  on  Lias  Clays  vhich  occupy  the  lover  areas. 

Socially  the  population  is  principally  occupied  vith  farming 
and  dairy -vorE,  but  a proportion  of  the  inhabitants  are 
employed  in  Pactories  in  the  District  and  in  the  three  toTOS 
situated  in  the  area.  These  Pactories  are  chiefly  Lace,  Het, 
Hemp  and  Collar  Pactories,  There  is  also  an  amount  of 
home-vorE  performed  by  vomen,  chiefly  GlovemaEir^g  in  the 
villages  on  the  Eastern  side  of  the  District.  There  are  no 
unhealthy  occupations  in  the  area. 

There  has  been  unemployment  in  the  District  during  the  past 
fev  years,  especially  among  the  WorEers  in  Pactories  which  have 
closed  down  or  are  on  short  time  owing  to  the  general  industrial 
depress  ion. 


STATISTICAL  MEMORAHDA. 

Area.  ...  52,992  Acres. 

V Population.  (Census  1921).  12,615. 

Estimated  1924.  12,640, 

Humber  of  Inhabited  Houses  . 1921.,  3,144. 

Humber  of  Pamilies  or  Separate  Occupiers , 1921,  3,172. 

Population  in  private  families.  12,575. 

Rateable  Value  ...  .&06,021. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £300. 

S The  amount  of  Out-dcor  Poor  Law  Relief  paid  (£2,565)  is  not 

excessive,  nor  is  the  Gratuitous  Medical  Relief, 

t Hospital  accomm.cdat ion  is  usually  required  in  cases  which  need 

operations , or  for  serious  accidents.  These  are  usually  adm.itted 
to  the  Taunton  & Somerset  Hospital,  Taunton,  ©r  to  the  Chard  or 
CrewEerne  Cottage  Hospitals. 
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VITAL  STATISTICa , 
1935. 


Birtns 


LesH  imat  e 


Total 

M 


Males 

Leraales 


Illegitimate  Total 
Males 
Females 

Birth  rate  per  1,000 


199. 

194. 

102. 

92. 

5 

2 

3. 


15,8. 


Deaths : 


Total  ninpher  From  a 


causes 
Males  68 
Females  83. 


150, 


11.9 


15, 


75.3 


Death  rate  per  1,000 

Deaths  of  Infants  uno.er  one  year 

Legitimate  13 
Illegitimate  3. 

infantile  Death  rate  per  1,000  Pirths 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 week  ... 

Between  1 and  4 w'  eks  l'i'»  3 

>'  ].  and  6 months  ...  3 

" " 6 and  12  '■  .,,2. 

Bumper  of  Women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  childPirth, 
from  Sepsis  ...  Bil. 
other  causes  1. 


Deaths  f'-om  Measles,  all  ages 

" t/hooping  cough,  all  ages 
” Diarrhoea,  under  2 years 


Bil. 

...  1 . 

of  age. 


Bil. 


These  has  Been  no  outstanding  factor  leading  to  sickness  or 
invalidity  other  than  the  seasonal  waves  of  influenza  and 
Cat arr'nh which  occur  here  when  prevalent  in  the  rest  ol  tne 
country,  usually  in  the  first  quarter  of  ^ne  Year.  In  1925  tne 
disease  ran  a mild  course  n the  whole c Tnere  were  14  deaths 
due  to  this  disease  during  the  Year, 


In 


BOTIFIABLE  DISEASE. 

addition  to  the  diseases  compulsorily  notifiaPle  in  otner 
districts.  Chard  Rural  District  Council  in  1923  with  the  consent 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health  ordered  the  disease  known  as  Chichenpox 
to  Be  compulsorily  notifiaPle  in  the  District. 

There  has  Been  ro  serious  outPreaks  of  BotifiaPle  Disease  in 
this  District  recently.  Sporadic  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occur 
from  time  to  time.  But  prompt  action  in  notification  and  isolation 
with  exclus'ion  from  School  of  contacts  has  prevenued  the  disease 
Being  disseminated.  During  the  late  Summer  of  1925  tnere  was 
a small  outPreak  in  the  village  of  Misterton,  This  wasfouna 
to  Be  due  to  an  amPulatory  mi3.d  case  which  was  unrecognised,  and 
not  Brought  to  Medical  noiice  in  the  early  stage.  The  Scnool 
was  closed  for  a period,  and  disinfection  carried  out  By  tne 
SanitaiD^  Inspector  Before  it  was  re-opened.  _ _ 

There  was  no  issue  of  Diphtheria  Anti  ooxin  during  1925,  DUi. 
an  up-'Go-date  supply  is  always  kept  in  hand  By__ the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  issue  or  request  to  local  Medical 
Pract it ioners , 


?.ases  of  Diphtheria  notified  in  tlie  District 


There  were  no 
during  last  year. 

Bo  artificial  methods  of  immunisation  have  Been  made  use  of. 
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ITOIT-ITOTIFIABLE  Il^EECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


During  1825  tnere  was  an  oufbreaE  of  Measles  at  Hinton  St. George 
and  Dowllsh  WaEe,  the  Schools  being  closed  for  a_period  in_ 
consequence.  There  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease  during  tn 

Year. 

School  Teachers  throughout  the  District  are 
suspected  cases  of  infectious  Disease  promptly  on  ^ Form  provided 
for  the  purpose  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Healtn,  the  latter  navi  g 
verified  the  existence  or  otherwise  of  the  disease ^ then  gives 
written  instructions  to  the  School  Teacher  as  to  his  procedure. 

This  plan  is  found  to  he  of  service. 


Disinfection  of  premises  after  cases  of  Infectious  Disease,  or 
after  death  or  removal  of  infectious  cases  of  Tuoerculosis  -s 
carried  out  hy  spraying  with  izal  Solution,  and  in ^certain  cases 
hy  arrangement  with  owners  hy  whitewashing  and  re-oecorat ing  ine 
rooms.  There  is  no  steam  Disinfector  in  the  District. 


There  was  one  case  of  Puerperal  Eever  notified  during  1925, 
which  recovered. 


There  were  no  cases  of 
this  disease  the  Medical 
Rural  District  Council  to 
treatment  to  cases  where 
of  the  child. 


Opthalmia  neonatorum.  With  regard  to 
Officer  of  Health  is  empowered  hy  the 
employ  a nurse  to  give  whole  t ime _ 
it  is  considered  necessary  in  the  interests 


The  District  had.  been  very  free  from  Epidemic  Diarrhoea,  and 
there  have  been  few  cases  of  Fnooping  Cough  during  1925. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Polio— myelit is  notified  during  last  year. 


nUMP ER  OE  n 0 T I EIABLE  DISEASES  DURIHG  192 5 . 

Cases  notified.  Deaths. 


Scarlet  Fever 

22 

1 

Peurperal  Fever 

1 

“ 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

Erysipelas 

Lobar  Pneumonia 

3 

14 

2 

Influenza  Pneumonia 

5 

2 

Chickenpox 

35 

Anthrax 

1 

Total.  82  5 


Removed  to 
Hospital. 

1 

1 


1 


3 


The  case  of  Anthrax  notified  was  clinically  a Malignant  Pustule. 
The  patient  was  admitted  to  the  Taunton  Hospital  for  treatment. 

The  pustule  occurred  on  the  face.  The  patient's  shaving  brush  f3.s 
forwarded  to  the  County  Laboratory,  but  the  result  of  the 
bacteriological  examination  of  the  brush  showed  the  absence  of  the 
Anthrax  Bacilli.  The  patient  made  a complete  recovery. 

The  case  of  Enteric  Fever  was  removed  to  the  Taunton  Hospital 
for  treatment.  investigation  of  this  case  snowed  that  the  patient 
had  been  drinhing  water  from  a well  which  was  contaminated.  Steps 
were  immediately  taken  to  remedy  this,  and  no  further  cases  have 
occurred. 

The  procedure  followed  when  a case  of  notifiable  Disease  is 
reported  is  that  the  Medioal  Officer  of  Health  vis  its  the  house,  and 
in  cases  of  uncertain  diagnosis  examines  the  patient  in  company  with 
the  Doctor  in  charge  of  the  case;  he  makes  careful  enquiries  into 
the  source  of  the  infection,  the  number,  ages  and  occupations  oi 
the  contacts,  and  giv^^s  instructions  accordingly.  He  also  sees  tnat 
isolation  is  being  carried  out  as  well  as  circumstances  will  allow, & 
sanctions  the  issue  of  disinfecting  solution  in  suitable  cases. 

A Pamphlet  containing  instructions  as  to  legal  position  of _ 
notifiable  Disease,  as  well  as  helpful  hints  re  Nursing,  is  given  to 
the  person  in  cha.rge  of  the  patient.  Periodic  visits  are  paid^ 
afterwards  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  see  that  proper  isolation  and 
segregation  of  contacts  is  being  carried  out. 

(3) 


rjc. 


•vr  -1-5  csrriecl  out  Toy  tlie  County 
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1 notified,  and  deatns  from  the  Disease: 
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15. 
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25. 
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.ppppTTP.  nmALIH  (PREVEF^H.0OTOERC£I£SIsyREGI^^ 

, of  these  Regulations  were  printed  and  made  puhlic  xn 

-Li^r^heernlfeLfr^^’o^rer^r^  under  Article  5 of 

these  Regulations  up  to  date. 

hospital  ACCOMOLA^OP. 

MBgSSi  »..»■"*  “ •“ 

“Ik  Siris‘Hr.S'S.SpSi  irs. 

^'^The^Dlstrict  Jias  its  ynjmall-pox^Hospital^sit 

pnard;  tLe  acconmiodat ion  ^pi^rnmndat ion  if  roquirod. 

'^°°?he°re  SrhO^eeXf^tulance^facilltieB^ln^the  f |tric_.^^  ^ 

■^ulhrfax  Inc™%hrrrov?sion  of  a suitahle  vehicle  for  conveyxn 
patients  to  Hospital.  County  Medical 

KATERKlIY_ASUaiISJSffi^'  y!/ar“now  ?n  force  hy  which  Midwlves 

Arrangements  are  no^  xu  ^ ^ for  Ante-natal 

°:^roflclng  ufder  ine  County  Scheme  may  call  m a Doctor 

rrratmen?"in  cases  Where  necessary.^  ,,,  P,3trict  under 

arrlnreSn?s“r?hf C%SSy  Lhool  Medical  Officer. 

Tuberculosis  ^eovil'^^wherl  patiSt^f ^o^various  parts  of 

?-re^l^Srfct"a?fenrforrxa^  and  treatment. 

VF.yEREAL-51^M^-  . rnard  and  Taunton. 

"XTHHi- are  neld  at  " ,„TH0RITY  consist  of  C.C.Court, 

institute.  (4) 


Jv'URSUYG-  T]}T  THE  HOME . 

This  is  carried  out  hy  the  District  Durses  provided  Py  the 
various  District  iTursing  Associations  throughout  the  District. 

ihese  hurses  also  compine  this  worh  vfith  Midvifery,  Peinv 
cer.ifiee  MiawlTes  practising  under  the  control  of  the  County 
Jleaioal  Officer  of  Health, 

Tnere  are  12  MidV'-ives  practising  in  the  District. 

The  Hea-hth  '/isitors  vorhing  under  the  County  Council  visit 

inlectioas  disease  such  as  Measles  and 
^ ocpj.ng  Cougn,  and  give  advice  as  to  llurs  ing  in  cases  'rhere  no 
i^oQuor  IS  in  attendance;  they  also  periodically  visit  domiciliary 
cases  of  TuPerculos is  , 


L_J{CS  P JTA  L _AC  ^MMOD^  I Oh  ■ 
Somerset  Hospital; 

The  Chard  Cottage  Hospital; 

The  CreYTheme  Cottage  cH:osp it al; 

The  Chard  Union  Infirmary  for  certain 


provided  Py  the  Taunton  and 


suitaPle  cases. 

LECISMTIOh  Ih  EORCE . 

disease  (frotif ication)  Act,  1889,  (adopted  23/12/1889) 
Orders  have  Peen  made  extending  provisions  of  this  Act  to  ^ 
CerePro-spinal  Eever,  Acute  Polio-myelitis  and 
i^eonatorumi,  Acute  Encephalitis  Lethargica  and  Acute 
?o... lo  Encepnali  ois  and  Cni den-pox^ 

Part  3 of  the  PuPlic  Health  Act  Amendment  Act, 1390,  (adopted  lo/ll/l89 
xhe  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act, 1890  (adopted  16/3/l891). 

respect  to  hew  Buildings  (made  18th  May,  1908,  confirmed 
i.y  rne  Local  v-overnraent  Board  25th. July,  1908)* 

u(pft!r  fli:  vans,  Sheds  and  similar  structures 

nAU'  .'made  18th.  July, 1931)  confirmed  tby  the 

Minister  oi  Health  1st .hov. 1921 ) , 

RPT'vUPAT  I OhS  . 

Connecuion  of  Drains  Y^ith  SeY^'ers  (29/8/l9C4) 

wit,h  respect  to  Dairies,  CoY^sheds  and  kilxshops  under  Daisies 
Cowsnetss  and  Milhshops  orders  ( S7th.  July , 1908 ) . uai.ies, 

WATER  SUPPLY . 

andTyllls!'^^  Supply  of  the  District  Is  obtained  chiefly  from  Springs 
The  fo±loYang  villages  have  a puPlic  supply  of  water: 

^''ater  from  a spring  in  Chaffco.mPe  Wood  piped  to  School 
and  no  Standpipe  In  village;  pure  ana  ample  sppp.lyU  ^ 

4—',  °°®^e  Head.  Sample  from  this  vater 

cleanU'i  1 h 1 sfactory  in  1935  after  tanhs  had  been 

at  interUisin  AAAA'’liidt“traAut'^A''®^'  standpipes 

afreet  W?  ^ gravitation  scheme  for  houses  in  Frog 

streeu.  bauei  laid  on  to  13  houses  recently  erected.  ® 

MISTSSTOH.  Orewherne  Water  Supply  laid  Into  houses  satisfactory. 

Standpipes  frcm  a spring  at  head  of 


WIHSHAli. 
Street/  and 
Standpipes , 


Gravitation  Scheme  for  houses 
some  houses  in  Church  Street. 


in  Eore  street  and  Bach 
Water  oPtained  from 


an  am.pl e supply, 

■“i  1 


There  i 

YThole  village  with^opx 
supply  LO  tneir  houses. 

Theie  is  also  a.  villame  nuiTi 
SHEPTOh  BEAUCHAMP , Snut^  at  ^ 

Pump 


and  preparations  are  Peing  made 
‘on  of  irUiaPitants  to 


to 


ext  end 
lay  on 


in  Churcn  Screet 


tom  o-f 
(5) 


Silver  Street o Village 
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0i.,n3r  Jolat  Supplies  proviciel  py  priTa'ce  Owners: 

Spring  in  .high  land  above  village  niped  to 
ouc^ndpipe  in  vij,j.age  square . o . .t- 

ah^ve  village  piped  to  village 
some  Cl  tne  houses,  remainder  .from  standpipes 

on'^iidi’^o-"  ^"o'^ced  by  rain  into  rese:-voir 

sta-JnT-np\-^"-??,?^^.V  li  oy  gravitation  to  village;  supplies  a 

■■  '■  ■ ■"--o-tie..  po.r^  of  riiiage^  is  pipcdt  into  a number  of  houses 

Spring  in  Hint  on  Parh  supplies  all  Vlilape  by 
g-tci  itUb^on;  IS  laid  into  .houses.  v.xaage  oy 

Donyatt 

™ property  at  Moorlands 

■SO  houses  0 -^anup.,pe  i,.napp,  iri  cne  Broadway,  and  supplies 

STGCKLIItqHo  Village  Piunp  s applies  a few  houses c 
h-tII,Iii.^kGhipoT^T,  Brivo/iely  owned  soring  laid  into  houses, 
forwa-def of  contamination  are 

pq  caiJca.ai:inat  ion  of  rivers  and  strecjrisu  E-^fiuen^s 

h.?tit7ni;h„y  br.nSs  rivers  are  efficlen+Jy  treatedhi 
sepbic  :..-n]x  before  d.isciiarge-  v-c.i  uj> 

I/KAlITAg]  A.yB  SE]'‘^ffi.?_A  C-E 

VV  aramage 

Pe-^gtoo®rie'it,y™®=“h  cwlng  ti  tiieh’iitatcl  f rorSff L'e-'t'"'' 

DO. ng  too  g.ieat.  are  served  bv  the  conserVanov  -fcve.. 

The  «.iorlty  of  tj,e  seve.rage  Is  dhlf  h^h.roh  l-r-:,at-on 

n-hp  T rr  re  o f o - ; o ^ j,  . U,U.  -L  - .g  d I.  ^ 0 n ? 

vi.L.—  C h''P  ■'^OO  <-'v«  j • ^ 

to  c.eal  with  cne~  sewage"  O^^ho  v'lia-e'"  tv-^i^vp  plant 

observation  and  proves  sat isf actcry constant 

drainagor'^^  ’ ^-l-'-oges  a.  e ima-inly  on  a abater  carriage  system  of 

Eintcn  QtoGeorge;  Combe  dt. Nicholas;:  jrste-^or-  ^ ■’  • 

Snepton  Beauchamo?  Ke^rlo-t  ^ ^ 'h' 

an  l a Oi.  opori.  ..on  of  uhe  houses  in  gi  i .'^wpush'^v  vp‘-’-n^i  '"’A 
Wnitelachington..  u__xFensn^3/ , lio.i.on,  .Bonyatt  and 

maTli,cnier3ionPtr®hTfl,tii  ^ast  five  years  there  have  been 
shortly^  tc  te  on  thlsVystem,'^  wnoee  vi.i.iage  Is  expected 

In  o ohc;r  V.nnages  where  the  s^wp'^s  p^‘p  a tt-o  h ■’ o > i o o t 
made  to  nrevai:  on  owners  to  cohirfthys  iythl^"""""”^ 

oy  t.he^c'onhhihy^yhem  hi  fihhwhi?  nf  'V®®’  ®®hved 


SCAtiEFCIFG. 

Peln'gihaii  whrpyhhehhan' s'ot  f refuse,  etc, 

being  used  for  the  m.anurlng'of  land./  ’^‘"''®''®  arrangement,  tne  refuse 
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SANITARY  INSPECT  I OIT  OF  THE  AREA» 


SAYITARY  IITSPECTOR'S  REPORT.  FOR  1925 » 

HumEer  of  Premises  visited  during  Year  160 

Re-inspections  . - r » 171 

Reports  made  on  result  of  Inspections.  . - » 83 

Defects  or  nuisances  remedied  ...  4-9 

Visits  or  other  Sanitary  matters  exclusive 
of  Housing  and  aPove  c.  ...  ...  181. 

numPer  of  notices  served  during  Year: 

St  atutory  Hot  ices  .... 

Result  nuisances  remedied, 

I nf  0 rmal  notices  «> . «.■ 

nuiSc^nces  remedied 

SCHOOLS. 

Sanitary  condition  of  the  Elementary  Slchools  is  sat isfactory^ 
Inspections  are  made  periodically?’  Py  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  Sanitary  Inspector. 

WATER  SUPPLY  TO  SCHOOLS > 

“water'is  laid  on  to  Schools  where  a gravitation  system  exists 
such  as  Chaff  coiripe,  ComPe  St  anicholas , Tat  worth,  Misterton, 

Hinton  St«&eorge  and  Lonyatto 


1 

1 

75 

49. 


HOUSinG. 

There  is  a s-hortage  of  homes  in  the  Villages  of  Merriott, 
Shepton  Beauchamp,  Tatwcrth  (Chard  Parish)  and  Winsham,  and  there 
have  Peen  certain  cases  of  overcrowding  in  the  Villages  although 
this  has  not  Peen  general. 

The  Rural  District  Council  in  1925,  therefore,  decided  to 
erecx  four  houses  at  Merriott,  four  at  Tatworth,  four  at  Winsham 
and  six  at  Shepton  Beauchamp, 

At  Misterton  four  houses  were  erected  in  1922; 

" ComPe  St  ..HicMolas  ten  do, 

" Lopen  four  do. 

At  Dcny^att  sixteen  houses  have  Peen  erected  during  the  past 
five  years . 

It  is  intended  that  the  houses  which  are  Peing  erected  will  Pe 
occupied  py  inhaPitants  of  the  villages  where  they  are  Peing 
Puilt  and  so  relieve  overcrowding.  This  has  already  Peen  done 
in  a case  at  Merriott  reported  to  the  Council. 

The  general  standard  of  housing  lin  the  Area  is  fair,  the  chief 
defects  found  are  usually  that  some  of  the  houses  are  very 
oldfashioned  with  small  windows  and  low  ceilings,  the  whole  house 
PeiTig  too  small;  for  a family  with  growing  children.  As  regards 
defects  which  can  Pe  remedied  there  are  usually  internal  repairs 
such  as  defective  plaster,  floors  and  woodwork, 

I have  found  that  o^^mers  are  usually  willing  to  do  vrhat  they 
can  towards  repairs,  Put  the  rents  are  often  Very  low,  and  the 
cost  of  Pu tiding  still  h?_ghc 

Inspections  have  Peen  carried  out  under  the  Housing  Acts  of 
those  houses  which  stand  most  in  need  of  repair,  and  in  the 
majority  ot  cases  repairs  have  Peen  secured  Py?’  the  service  of  an 
informal  norice  Py  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  Sanitary 
Inspector  pointing  out  the  defects  and  calling  on  the  landlord 
to  remedy  thenio 

In  cases  of  complai’nt  Py/  tenants  Inspections  have  Peen  made 
under  the  F’aPlic  Health  Acts,  and  action  tahen  according  to  the 
conditions  fount  on  Phe  inspection. 

(7) 
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Water  Supplies  rnere  found  defective  during  dousing  inspections 
have  also  been  drought  to  the  notice  of  the  owners,  and ^ def ect ive 
Closets  have  frequently  deen  improved  either  dy  conversion  to  the 
W.c. system  or  to  the  pail  system. 

There  are  no  unhealthy  areas  in  the  District. 

The  existing  Bye-laws , with  regard  to  houses  are  Yiorlcir^ 
s^at isfactorily  and  were  recently  reviewed  dy  the  Housing  Committee 
of  the  Council. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  TOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 


Humder  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  Year: 

Total  (including  Fumders  given  separately  under  (d),)  ...  IS-^ 

(d)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts: 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  . . .-  Fil  (IB  commenced); 

(ii)  By  other  Bodies  or  persons  10. 

FFFIT  Dt/ELLIFGH OTISES. 

Inspection  - (1)  Total  numder  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  (under  Pudlic  Health  or  Housing  Acts); 

(2)  Fumder  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 

under  the  Housing  (inspection  of  District)  Regulations , 1910, 
off"  the  Housir^g  Consolidated  Regulat  ions , 1925'.  . . .•  VO. 

(3)  Fumder  of  dwellinghouses  gound  to  de  in  a state  so  dangerous 
.or  injurious  to  health  as  to  de  unfit  for  human  haditation.  Fil 

(4)  Fumder  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 

the  preceding  sud-head)  found  not  to  de  in  all  respects 
reasonadly  fit  for  human  haditation.  44, 


REMEDY  QE  DETECTS  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OE  EORIIAL  FQTICES: 

Fumder  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  dy  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers...  25'. 

In  process;  of  repair  ...  ...  IV. 


ACT I OF  UFDER  STATUTORY  P0TOR3 . 

Proceedings  under  Pudlic  Health  Act: 

(1)  Fumder  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  Fotlces  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  de  remedied.  ....  4. 

(2)  Fumder  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notice; 

(a)  By  oTOers  ...  ...  4; 

(d)  By  Loeal  Authority  ...  Fil. 


Proceedings  under  Section  11,  14  and  15  of  the  Housing  Act, 1925: 


(1)  Fumder  of  representations  made  with 

Closing  orders  ... 

(2)  Fumder  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect 

were  made 

(3)  Fumder  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect 
were  determined,  the  dwellinghouses 

(4)  Fumder  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect 

orders  were  made  ... .■ 

(5)  Fumder  demolished  ... 


a view  to  the  making  of 

...  4 ; 

of  which  Closing  orders 

2; 

of  which  Closing  Orders 
having  deen  rendered  fit 
of  which  Demolition 

. «• . Fil. 

. « F 1 1 . 


2; 


IFSPECTIOF  AFD  SUPERVISIOF  OT  TOOD. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

Milk  is  supplied  locally  and  is  generally  of  good  quality.  As  a 
tule  the  Milk  consumed  locally  is  retailed  dy  the  Producers  themselve? 

A large  quantity  of  Milk  is  produced  in  the  District  which  is 
sent  to  other  parts  of  the  Country  either  through  the  Milk  Depots  in 
the  adjacent  towns  of  Ilminster  and  Crewkerne,  or  direct  to  the 
retailer. 

Much  Y^ork  has  deen  done  dy  the  Pudlic  Health  Staff  in  endeavouring 
to  improve  the  conditions  under  Ymich  Milk  is  produced,  and  there  is 
doudtless  an  upward  tendency  in  this  direction,  while  in  certain 
farms  in  the  District  the  premises  and  methods  leave  little  to  de 
desired,  ^ ^ 
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The  high  cost  oT  proaaction  is  a great  ohstacle  in  many  cases  at 
present., 

For  the  past  two  years  there  have  Peen  three  Glean  Milh 
Memonst rat  ions  held,  during  each  year  in  different  part.s  of  the 
District  nnder  the  direction  of  the  County  Agricultural  Institute* 
These  have  proved  most  instruct ive, and  it  is  hoped  will  he  continued^ 

humher  of  Milh  Producers  on  the  Register  . . 378. 

Do.  Distributors  Do,  35. 

Doo  Do.  who  are  Producers  , . , 24:. 

Do.  Do.  who  are  not  producers...  1. 

notices  have  heen  published  in  the  local  Papers  pointing  out  the 
necessity  for  regist ration,  and  the  Secretaries  of  the  Mil.h  Depots 
have  given  much  assistance., 

There  have  heen  no  applications  for  licences  to  sell  graded  or 
cei’tified  Milk  during  the  Year. 

MEAT « 

(1)  Inspections  have  heen  carried  out  of  all  Slaughter-houses  and 
Butahers’  premises  in  the  District Thes'e  have  oeen  found  very 
satisfactory.  Suggestions  made  as  to  methods  of  carrying  out  the 
arrangements  of  the  Public  HealthC Meat )Regulations , 1324,  have  heen 
complied  with.  in  a proportion  of  the  cases  the  Buirchers  have  given 
regular  times  for  slaughtering,  exclusive  of  emergency  slaughtering; 
in  others  they  give  notice  of  each  time  of  slaughter  to  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  who  is  the  person  appointed  to  receive  them.  In  the  case 
of  diseased  Meat  the  Inspector  himself  superintends  its  destruction. 

(2)  As  regards  Shops  & Stalls: 

Precautions  have  heen  taken  as  regards  dust  and  flies  such  af 
glazing  the  front  of  Shops  and  covering  Meat  with  Muslin,  etc. 

Meat  and  Carcases  conveyed  in  carts  are  now  covered  in  clean  cloths 
or  in  covered  baskets. 

(3)  There  are  no  Public  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  District. 

Private  Slaughter  Houses  in  use  in  the  Area; 


in  192C.  In 

January ,1935. 

In  December, 1925 . 

Registered 

23 

24 

24 

Licensed 

- 

2 

5 

Total . 

23 

26 

29 

OTHER  POODS. 

There  have  heen  no  complaints  as  to  unsound  food  in  the  District. 
There  are  17  Bakehouses  on  the  Register  which  have  heen  periodically 
inspected  and  found  satisfactory. 

PACTOKIES  AHD  WORKSHOPS. 


The  following  Factories  situated  in  the  Rural  District  which  were 
working  in  1925  were  inspected: 

Hemp  Tow  Factor}/,  Dov'^-lish  Ford; 

I.ace  Factory.  Perry  Street,  Chard; 

Sailcloth  Factory,  Merriott; 

Tooth  Brush  Factor/,  Himmer.  Chard  Parish. 

The  results  of  these  inspections  were  satisfactory. 


I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

(Signed)  C.  C.  COURT,  M.B. , Ch.B. , D.P 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Chard  Rural  District  Council. 
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